Buy Nature’s Bargains

(4 HERE'S always Dbeen an
Ararat ... To start the world
all over at,” said poet Robert

Frost, referring to that handy moun-

taintop wher Noah's Ark landed after

Lthe flood.
What species would Moah choose
Lo restart today's world? Questions of

that kind have led to a new idea of .
pricing, and thus perhaps pmtecli.ng,_
nature's enda.ngered services to hu--

manity - pellinating

valized for ils own good like every-
thing else these days? Some would
blame the marketplace for using up
the planet for short-term gain. The
new research lells why the market-
place can and should be in the fore-
[ront of protecting and prolonging na-
ture's processes and resources.
Consider the prohibitive cast, if not

“technical impossibility, of erfgineering

to replace natural processes. Suppose
instead that a cor-

crops and puritying  (Gifts to the Earth poration invested in

waler, for example.

We hum the US
State ' Depa.rtments
first anoual report

on the envirorment, Fund (WWF) venture is _control
scheduled for Earth _soliciting gifts not for its waste
Day, April 22; will coffers but for the world, Thié
i Among the first givers of New York City did

refer, t{'.h such,
ative¥ iinking,
luuck?vﬂ.li’.]hé"-ﬂeﬁ these Gifts to

Noahs continue, to.

e 10, Canada’s Pacific coastline for | be natur

preserve the ‘.Iiil.tLI.r"::I

wild - thec:s""»r.hat‘ a preserve for marine species,
pollindte-i k-~ certaifiy (2) Florida moving to protect ;7 the

Aumerican plants. If North

"¢ (1) four il
Supposea.uvﬁl!1 donating 320,000 acres, off’

preserving  natural
systems so that they

The latest World Wildlife ¢0%d continue such

lunctions | as floud
I‘lsr Lfeuting

this year to ensure
2 |ls 9 ‘million peo-
companies pla's’ water supply.

%ﬂﬁ water used to
purLI'led
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by lrdcruorgalm
Catskill

the Earth are

America’s most Mountaing ' seil

those insects had tg extensive living coral reef through which it

be replacéd bt do-
mesticated bugs the
value of the plants

system and (3) Mongolia, Poassed. The soil lost
home to snow leopard and
would be reduced Siberian  crame,

eﬂecﬁVEnes_s .alter
contammauon by
pledging sewage and runoff

by $1.6 billich'an: - protection of 30 percent of from pesticides and

nually, aceording o, the nation®s lands.
You do not have to

researchers.
“Nature's = Ser-

fertilizers.
The city laced a
choice, according to

vices,” a  recent be a state or a corporation to pror Geoffrey Heal

book, suggests tot- join the

benefactors. of Columbia Univer-

Ing up the tasks you Household recycling is a Gift. sity's Barth Instl-

expect nature to do
for you and recog-

ni.zing the many bulb. Just start.

species needed to

do them. Editor Gretchen C. Daily, a
Stanford - Uruversit:r biologist, picks
the natural renewing of soil fertility as
one example:

Soil organisms are cructai to chem-
ical conversion and physical transfer
of nutrients, A square yard of pasture :
soil in Denmark weis found to contain
roughly 50,000 small earthwnrms,
50,000 insects and mites, and near}y'
12 million roundworms. Take a lookin
your composr. pile If you don't beljeve
the ' experts:! They. might add'the
30,000 protbzoa, 50,000 algae, |
400,000 fungi, and billions of mdl\nd-ﬁ
ual bacteria found iri a pirich (] gram)
of seil. They dunt Tneed iis, ut- e
netd them, as a biologlst puts’it. !

In :n:ld:t.ion to life-support I‘uncr.ions
such as renewal cleaming, and retys
cling, the er:osystem services maintair
the production of seafood, timber, |
fuels, fiber, ' phaxmaceutlcnjs znd.
foods. The point Is that ndtire's ser-
vices have value, easy to see, hard to
quantify. , They are “environmental
capital” to be aclmawlcdgcd by econ-
omists as well as environmentalists,

S0 ... can saving the earth bé pri-

So is using an efficient light tute. For pure water

it could invest $660
million in “biologi-
cal capital”; that is,

3 m restoring the watershed in such

" ways ag buying land to contral its use,
Or it could invest $4 billion in “physi-
¢al capital,” a purification plant.

New York chose the low-priced ai-
ternafive (with some recently an-
nounced revisions), thus gaining “an
Internial rate of return of between 80
.percent and 150 percent, and a pay-
back p-eHod of hehveen five and seven
yem, Hépending on the \exact as-
sumphana made about the timlng of
the costs and the savmgs And those
Jcaleulations cc-nsuder ohly one of the
ws.r.emhed ] semces, purifying water,
;Plofessor Heal notes. Unlike a purift
‘cdtion’ “plant, the wnte:‘shed also pro-,
vidas fl:oad comro[

' Of course, the value of naturs i
" itire than dolldrs and centd. It's sun-
‘sets and wholesome ir and 'heuuties
.Jike those birches Ehat Frost' also
‘wrote about. But wherl we thirik'of all
that nature does for us, its services
[Mmust be worth investing in as well as
enjuymg - and exploiting. We're glad
to find government units ‘and busi-
nesses making such Investments, We
hope many more will join them.

: Jjust Wh'lt.

FLTR TR

Pt B 0 - JIBCNOE SHREEITANS 39F15E P TSEHS L 4451 & IHDaI e

1661 'ZZ TI¥4Y ‘AVaS3ANL - NO1S08

L0 IOJLIOLISD ‘Masm 1$S3IPRE RIS

17

HOLINOJA ADNATDS NVLISTIH) AH |




